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it is surely something more than "an accumulation of ideas," and this the author 
realizes when he refers to religion as showing " actual communication between the minds 
of men and the mind which is external to them in the universe." The sphere of reli- 
gious experience includes that of the subconscious, and in the subconscious we may 
find an explanation for such phenomena as communion, inspiration, prayer, and con- 
version. The author has assembled much material which would be valuable in a 
vindication of the place of religion as an anthropological necessity, and occasionally 
he touches upon this thesis which, were it developed, would give to the book greater 
co-ordination and a more powerful argument. The book is to be commended as a 
courageous beginning in the direction of bringing philosophic and theological thought 
into line with scientific method. 

A. S. W. 

Slattery, Charles Lewis. The Light Within: A Study of the Holy Spirit. 

New York: Longmans, 1915. 325 pages. $2.00. 

The title of this exceedingly attractive book will be felt by many to be something 
of a misnomer, for it naturally would seem to imply a treatment of a special problem 
in mysticism. Yet nothing was farther from the author's mind than such a limitation 
of his subject; the study of the Spirit is a study of the effects of the Spirit, and these 
effects are seen in religious activity of virtually any sort. "The Light Within," to be 
sure, can be and is observed in mysticism, but it is in no way to be restricted to mysti- 
cism and can be observed with equal truth in philanthropy and social service, perhaps 
even in socialism. Nor is the field even to be bounded by Christianity, for a couple 
of interesting pages are devoted to a description of Bahaism, which is specifically 
classified as one of the results of the Spirit's activity. In other words, Dr. Slattery 
has really set no limits at all to his subject except those of his own good taste. Through 
the book there runs, indeed, a thread of historical discussion of the doctrine of the 
Spirit, but this thread is very slender and serves chiefly to give a certain unity to the 
author's meditations on the most diverse facts of history and the most diverse problems 
of today. But those familiar with Dr. Slattery's other works need not be told that 
these meditations are always interesting, always suggestive, always earnest, and 

always hopeful. 

B. S. E. 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 

Coffin, Henry Sloane. The Ten Commandments with a Christian Appli- 
cation to Present Conditions. New York: Doran, 1915. 216 pages. 
$1 . 00 net. 

We have learned, especially from his University Sermons, to expect fresh, illumi- 
nating, and compelling interpretations of Christian truth from Dr. Coffin. This 
volume contains ten sermons on the Ten Commandments, with such application of 
them to contemporary life as the great war makes peculiarly imperative. For this 
task a preacher must possess discrimination, sound practical judgment, and a clear 
style. Dr. Coffin is a master of these qualities. There is not a conventional view- 
point in his method. He is thoroughly modern. He understands the life of the 
generation, although we believe that he underestimates the place of profanity in 
actual life, evidently having generalized his conclusions too much from novels (p. 58). 
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The most suggestive and valuable sermons are the sixth and seventh. To preach to 
a Fifth Avenue congregation on the sins of murder and adultery would seem to be 
a hopeless task; but Dr. Coffin does it, with the firm kindness of the Master who, as 
he notes on p. 1 27, " respected the manhood of those He was forced to attack." These 
sermons will be of real service to preachers who desire to interpret the old truth to the 
new day, and general readers will find new incentives here for life according to the 

Christian ideal. 

O. S. D. 

Koehler, F. Der Weltkrieg im Lichte der deutsch-protestantiscken Krieges- 
predigt. Tubingen: Mohr, 1915. 56 pages. M. 0.50. 
In the small compass of this pamphlet the author, a Berlin pastor, has gathered 
the results of the study of about 800 printed sermons which have been preached in 
Germany since the outbreak of the great war. He maintains that the war has pro- 
duced what may be called a peculiar Kriegespredigt-Typus. We believe that this is 
true and that the history of preaching does not afford another example, on so large 
a scale and with so many illustrations, of what may be termed war-preaching. The 
result of the study is arranged with scientific thoroughness under five captions: "God 
and War"; "War as Fate and Responsibility"; "War as Educator"; "War as 
Destroyer or Clarifier of Christian Ideas"; "The War and German Christianity." 
In their thought of God and war these hundreds of German preachers live in the Old 
Testament and talk the language of Joshua. As to responsibility for the war, it 
is laid with every possible epithet of reproach upon England, "the Cain beyond the 
Channel," upon France, "Godless and frivolous chambermaid among the peoples," 
and upon Russia, "sunken in the mud of superstition and immorality," in order. 
Certainly this new sermon-type does not lack in the vocabulary of vituperation. War 
is the great educator, the awakener to repentance, the leader to moral regeneration, 
the revealer of the nature of evil, the foe of individualism. The gospel is not the cause 
of war; the war is caused by those who fail to grasp the gospel. But it affords the 
great opportunity to practice the Christian virtues and to follow Christ. So the 
present war becomes for the Germans a "holy war"; man's judgment has nothing 
to do with its character; in God's sight it is a hallowed war, since it is serving the ends 
of his holy will. The war is a leader through death to life and is being waged by Ger- 
man Protestant idealism. It becomes worship and holy purpose to the German 
people, the fulfilment of the innermost meaning of German history. The Ger- 
mans and the German God (so it stands: not "the God of the Germans" but "the 
German God") cannot be defeated. 

We have been compelled to condense the review of the subject-matter of this 
amazing booklet and to refrain from extensive comment. The study is a contribution 
to the history of preaching. 

O. S. D. 

Bertholet, Alfred. Religion und Krieg. Tubingen: Mohr, 1015. 35 

pages. M. 0.50. 

A study of the relation of religion and war by Professor Bertholet of Goettingen. 
The subject is treated from the standpoint of a historian of religion. Interesting 
examples of the relation of war and religion in the life of primitive peoples are given. 
The problem becomes complex, however, as God becomes a universal Father and 



